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Mrs. Judith Vantrease Cuffman

AUG 19, 1947 - AUG 20, 2014

udith Vantrease Cuffman, avid flower gardener, craftswoman, seamstress, quilter,
world traveler, and maker of feel-good meals, passed on August 20, 2014.
Judy was most known for serving others. She had a knack for finding just the right
thing to brighten someone’s day. To her family and friends, she was known to be a
generous giver, and each gift came with a story. She wasn’t the generic “gift card”
type. Her plates of warm brownies and flowers from her beautiful garden brought
smiles to many.

Judy was quite the world traveler. She cruised around Alaska and the Mediterranean Sea with her
husband, Jerry. In China, she taught English to students. Her heart for missions took her to a
women’s prison in West Virginia and coal mining communities in western Kentucky. She
frequented Canada and Mexico with numerous mission teams, teaching and loving on the local
community. However, she didn’t have to go around the globe to have fun. Many times she
surprised her friends with a day trip to a neighboring state just to try a new restaurant or to look
for fabric and stamps. No adventure was too big or too small to be enjoyed with others.

Judy had too many hobbies and talents to list. However, if you would like to know more about
them, just look around at her friends. Many jokingly complained of Judy teaching them a new
craft or hobby which became so much a part of their life that they couldn’t quit.

Her generosity with her time was shown in many different ways. Whether delivering Meals on
Wheels, baking for her church choir, or sewing, Judy always had time to serve others. Over the
past few years, Judy (aka “the Blanket Lady”) made and delivered over 4,000 blankets for NICU
babies at Baptist Hospital and Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital. She also knitted hats for her new
chemo treatment friends.

As a school teacher, she invested in the lives of thousands of students during her years of teaching
Latin, English, and Reading in Metro Nashville Public Schools and at Davidson Academy. It was
very common to see her pack extra food in her lunch to share with a student who didn’t have
enough to eat. She would also spend personal time before or after school with those who didn’t
have a good home life and needed someone to be a caring listener and advisor.

If you met Judy for the first time, it wouldn’t take long for her love for her family to come up in
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the conversation. Her devotion to her husband, Jerry, was obvious and unconditional. She was the
proudest mother we knew, and it wouldn’t take long for her to dive into stories about her
daughter Julie Cuffman and son Tim Cuffman (Surupa). She was always present for their big
moments and usually was the mom cheering loudest in the stands. She was a true master of
artfully weaving in comments about her three grandchildren, Karisma, Jaidyn, and Ezra Cuffman.
Her love for her parents, Clyde (deceased) and Mary Vantrease, and brother Jerry Vantrease
(Teresa), nieces Brandi (Shawn) Rich, and Brooke (Brent) Carter was unending.

In a recent letter Judy wrote to her grandchildren, she shared the meaning and purpose behind all
she did: “There are so many different ways to give to others. When we give to others or serve
them in some way, we show Jesus' love.”

This is the legacy she leaves for and in those who knew her: Serve others so that we can show Jesus
Christ’s love for them. It is a legacy we are honored to share.

In lieu of flowers, a donation to one of Judy’s favorite charities/ministries is appreciated:

e Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home: TennesseeChildren.org

e Heifer International: Heifer.org

e Mission Aviation Fellowship: MAF.org

e The Gathering at Walt Disney World: TheGatheringWDW.org
Funeral Services will be conducted on Saturday, August 23rd at 11:30 A.M. from the Chapel of
Spring Hill Funeral Home with Dr. Roger Luther and Dr. Fred Baldwin officiating. Interment
will follow in Historic Spring Hill Cemetery. Visitation with the family will be on Friday, August
22nd from 4-8 P.M. and on Saturday one hour prior to the service.
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Events Mrs. Judith Vantrease Cuffman

AUG 19, 1947 - AUG 20, 2014

Visitation

ﬁ Friday, August 22, 2014 o
(® 4:00PM - 8:00 PM CT

(© spring Hill Funeral Home
5110 Gallatin Pike S, Nashville TN 37216

Visitation Prior to Funeral Ceremony

ﬁ Saturday, August 23, 2014 o
(© 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM CT

(© spring Hill Funeral Home
5110 Gallatin Pike S, Nashville TN 37216

Cemetery Details [SR155 |
@ Historic Spring Hill Cemetery o
5110 Gallatin Road, Nashville TN 37216

Ycelane

nog o
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=36.2371017,-86.7208601
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Tribute Wall Mrs. Judith Vantrease Cuffman

AUG 19, 1947 - AUG 20, 2014

lan Samuel sent a Sweet Tenderness to the Cuffman family.

August 22 at 6:21 AM

@ Silas & Esther Masih sent a Sweet Tenderness to the Cuffman family.

August 21at 10:28 AM

Richard Holloman posted:

Hey Judy, | guess Kim & | are going to have to challene you to that Chess game there in Heaven! |
look forward to that!Thank you for providing delicious meals for us during the Passion Play at Two
Rivers Baptist Church for so many years! You didn't even know you were feeding me!You were such
an incredible inspirtion to so many people. Thank you for having such a heart for Our Father through
JESUS & for caring so much for others! You continue to bless His name!Happy Celebration! Can't
wait to join you! ". . . we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons [daughters], the redemption of our body."
Romans 8:16-25

August 21 at 9:37 AM

Anonymous sent a Heavenly and Harmony to the Cuffman family.

August 21 at 3:16 AM
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Janet Jones posted:

Judy, we were traveling the same journey with this terrible cancer but you led the way first to
heaven. | will always have our years of memories at Two Rivers in Sunday School, choir, investment
club and hours of talking on the phone. | love you and know that your loving family is so blessed to
have had you. Janet Jones

August 20 at 4:30 PM

@

@

Gail Nichols Swann August 21 at 7:40 AM

Judy you were one of a kind sweet, caring, loving and you showed us all that you have the
love of Christ. You shared your love for Jesus in your words and action. | will always
remember our time when we would meet at the reunions (Madison & Goodlettsville). May the
Lord give your family and friends comfort and peace. May those Precious Memories put a
smile on their faces and laughter in their hearts. God be with your family.

Ellen Ragland August 21 at 6:02 AM

| haven't seen Judy for a long tim;e but remember all of the sweet conversations we had
during all of our days at TRBC. She was truly one of the sweetest people | have ever known
and her Christian witness for Christ shown through her like a bright star shining in the sky on a
clear, dark night.Judy shared many plants with me from her lovely flower garden. Two of my
favorites that have brightened my garden every year for many years are the sundrops and
butter and eggs that she gave me. In the spring the sundrops make my flower bed sparkle
with their bright yellow blooms and the butter and eggs stay in bloom most of the spring and
summer blooming season. | never look at them without thinking of the dear friend who shared
them with me so unselfishly.l will see her again one day in heaven and | look forward to
sharing many memories with her there.Judy, you will always be loved by this little old lady in
Donelson, TN. Ellen Ragland
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Judith by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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